Setting Up a “Homework Friendly” Home

Tips for helping your student with homework!!

1. Establish a routine and schedule for homework (a specific time and place).  Stay on this schedule as closely as possible.  Don’t’ allow your child to wait until the evening to get started.

2. Limit distractions in the home during homework hours (reduce unnecessary noise, activity, and phone calls; turn off the TV).

3. Help your child divide assignments into smaller parts that are more manageable and less overwhelming.

4. Help your child get started on assignments (read the directions together, do the first items together, observe as your child does the next problems/item on his or her own).  Then get up and leave.

5. Check on your child and give feedback without doing all the work together.  You want your child to try as much as possible independently.

6. Praise and compliment our child when he or she puts forth good effort and completes tasks.  In a supportive, noncritical manner it is appropriate and helpful to assist in pointing out and making some corrections of errors on the homework.

7. It is not your responsibility to correct all of your child’s errors on homework or make him or her complete and turn in a perfect assignment.

8. Remind your child to do homework and offer incentives: “When you finish your homework, you can…”

9. Work a certain amount of time and then stop working on homework.  Don’t force your child to spend an excessive and inappropriate amount of time on homework.  If you feel your child worked enough for one night, write a note to the teacher attached to the homework.

10. Supervise to make sure that completed work leaves the home and is in the notebook/backpack.  It is wisest to pack the notebook/backpack at night and have it ready for the next morning.  It is often helpful to have one homework folder where all completed homework is put.

11. Encourage your child to have a study buddy he or she can call or work with.  This classmate can help clarify homework assignments.

12. Help your child organize long-range homework assignments and projects.  Break the project into manageable parts, scheduling steps along the way.  Get started at once with going to the library, gathering resources, beginning the reading, and so forth.

13. Take advantage of tutoring opportunities offered at school and in the community.

REMEMBER:
School personnel want your child to be successful and welcome your input.  Call your child’s teacher or counselor if you have concerns or questions.

